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Dedication 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stephen L. Drawbridge 

1947-2002 
 
 Stephen Drawbridge, better known as Steve, was the MDC Forester on the Ware River 
Watershed from 1978 to 2002, a total of 24 years.  Steve was a perfect match for the Ware 
River and it seemed that other forces were at work to make this happen.  Steve grew up in 
nearby Holden and was familiar with these lands due to his hunting and fishing interests. 
 
 Prior to 1978, there had been several MDC Foresters at the Ware River, but none had 
stayed more then a few years.  The Ware River forest consisted largely of low grade pasture 
pine stands and hardwood stands growing generally on low production, washed till soils.  All 
the roads were open to the public and most were in poor condition. Illegal dumping was 
commonplace.  Managing the Ware River Watershed was a challenging job. 
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 When interviewing for the Ware River Forester’s position in 1978, Steve stood out 
because of his excellent qualifications and his abundant enthusiasm and energy.  I did not 
know Steve well, so I asked Roger Lonergan, the MDC engineer in charge at the Ware River, 
what he thought about Steve.  Roger was a quiet Yankee who seldom offered an opinion on 
anything except perhaps bird hunting, fishing, or diverting water from the Ware River.  Roger 
was familiar with Steve’s family background and his interest in becoming the Ware River 
forester and without hesitation, Roger strongly suggested that we hire Steve.  
 
 Steve loved every aspect of his work and continued to be a student of forestry, wildlife, 
recreation, cultural resources, aesthetics and the social aspects of natural resources so that his 
management strategies were comprehensive.  It was my pleasure to travel about the Ware 
River lands to view Steve’s work.  Steve’s forestry and landscape architecture were both bold 
and discrete but fit on the land as a tailored suit.  
 
 Steve orchestrated an annual Ware River hunt for white-tailed deer.  He patiently gave 
his friends knowledge of every topographic and cover feature that we would encounter in the 
hunt.  This physical knowledge plus his uncanny knowledge of the ways of deer made each 
hunt memorable. 
 
 Most of all Steve was a true friend, someone I could talk to, on any subject, without 
concern.  We had endless conversations about forestry, hunting, logging, watershed 
management, sports (hockey and basketball), and family.  Although we did not always agree, 
we led each other on challenging topics as our thinking evolved. 
 
 Steve spent several years on this plan and was working on the final draft when he 
passed away.  But a final draft for Steve was almost an impossible thought, simply because his 
inquiring mind was constantly finding new information that he wanted to incorporate.  Steve’s 
thoughts and convictions are as much a part of this plan as is his work on the ground 
throughout the Ware River Watershed.  As you read this plan, you will come to understand 
how lucky we were to have known and worked alongside Steve Drawbridge for the past 24 
years. We are privileged to have had the opportunity to finish a plan he started, and we 
dedicate this 2003-2012 Ware River Watershed Land Management Plan to Steve's memory. 
 
                                                                     Bruce A. Spencer 
                                                                     Chief Forester 
                                                                      2/10/03     
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